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Superintendent’s Message

CHALLENGES, CHALLE

I hope this newsletter finds our parents, community
members and friends of MCS well.

This message will focus on the various challenges faced
by our students, parents and our School District. The world
is changing and we, too, must change. But change is dif-

ficult. With change come new learning opportunities, new
relationships and . . . new challenges!

Our students in grades 3-8 have recently completed
the New York State Assessments in ELA and Math,
Preparation by our students was intense with the guided
support of each of their teachers. Test anxiety, pressure and
a sense of relief are typical sensations our students navigate
during this time of year. “I did it!” whispered one student
at the end of her challenge.

Many of our parents are struggling with the changes
in the economy and making ends meet. | have been very
impressed with the resiliency of our parents facing these
daily challenges. Whether it is cheering for their student at
basketball games, waiting in the lobby to drop off their pre-
kindergarten child, attending the morning program (which
really occurs in the afternoon) or meeting with teachers,
parents are in our building supporting their child’s educa-
tion regardless of the challenges.

Margaretville is also being confronted with challenges in
terms of the economy, the Governor’s budget proposal and
President Obama’s stimulus package. Margaretville’s first
review of the Governor’s proposed budget indicated a deficit
reduction assessment (loss) in State Aid in the amount of
approximately $220,000 along with level funding in Foun-
dation Aid for the next two years. We all understand that
level funding is actually a loss in aid due to price fluctua-
tion and inflation. This combined loss in State Aid would
increase the tax levy by more than 3.8% without the impact
of contractual obligations, healthcare and general upkeep
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of the facility and our educational programs. Challenges,
challenges . . . The stimulus package recently authorized
by President Obama in support of education and schools
shows promise in stabilizing the dramatic impact the eco-
nomic climate has had on all school districts. However, the
actual relief to MCS is not clearly known at this time, but
the support is very much appreciated. We continue to work
diligently to maintain our programs while keeping the tax
levy as low as possible.

In closing, your support during these difficult times is
applauded. Your input into the MCS budget process and sensitiv-
ity in meeting our challenges is an opportunity to learn together
as we create new options of learning for all our students.
Respectfully,

Anthony R. Albanese
Superintendent

Winners of the Dr. Seuss
Guess the IIIIIII_BBI' of Fish m

Ist row (I-r): Jucinta Updyke, Charles Bourke,
Billy Miller, McKenna Buerge, Kaitlyn Balcom, Devin
Smiith; 2nd row: Sarah Stratton, Sierra Hull, Rebecca

Mendoza, Alex McLain, Shania Bosley; back row: Kian

Shaw, Beau Morrow, Ms. Taylor, Emma Mejia







